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Voluntary National Reviews for the SDGs

Source: IIED, 2020, https://pubs.iied.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/migrate/17739IIED.pdf

The role of evaluation in the SDG Policy Cycle



Voluntary National Reviews for the SDGs

Source: IIED, 2020

Accountability and Learning with SDG Evaluation



GOJ / UNDP / SALISES 
First National Report on the 

SDGs in Jamaica –
supporting the preparation 

of Jamaica’s first VNR (2018) 



Voluntary National Reviews for the SDGs

Source: Information compiled from https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/vnrs/

Country Voluntary National 

Review (VNR) Year

Antigua and Barbuda 2021

Bahamas 2018, 2021

Barbados 2020

Belize 2017

Cuba 2021

Dominica 2022

Dominican Republic 2021

Grenada 2022

Guyana 2019

Jamaica 2018, 2022

St Kitts and Nevis 2022

St Lucia 2019

St Vincent and the Grenadines 2020

Suriname 2022

Trinidad and Tobago 2020

Year of Presentation of VNRs of Caribbean Countries



Source: ECLAC, 2022 https://agenda2030lac.org/en/voluntary-national-reviews-vnr



Related challenges
• Resources:
• Funding

• Time

• Availability of data 
(STATIN, 2018)

• Complexity of some 
contexts (UNICEF, 2019)

Jamaica’s Ability to Report on the SDGs 
(STATIN, 2018)



Jamaica’s Ability to Report on the SDGs 
(STATIN, 2018)



Community-Based Approaches to 
Measuring and Assessing the 
Sustainable Development Goals

SALISES MSC. DEVELOPMENT STUDIES CLASS

SOCIAL RESEARCH PROJECT 



Number of Core Indicators not produced 
or available by country (CARICOM, 2018)



CARICOM, 2018



Data debates

• “So many of our agencies are currently collecting data, and 
they’re looking at census results, population surveys, social 
impact assessment, environmental impact assessment, levels of 
unemployment, in mitigation of all of the impacts of COVID-19, 
on the society as a whole. A lot of this data has been collated in 
silos, we need to pull this data together to ensure that the 
outcomes of these impact assessments benefit our youth and 
allow us to meet the 2030 targets.” 

(Cummins, 2021 as cited in Forde-Craigg, 2021).
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Main Messages
• Effects of pandemic and plans for recovery

• Availability of data and statistics

• Vulnerable groups, LNOB efforts

• Digitization of social support systems

• Calls for continued commitment to the need to build a
• “human-centered, sustainable digital future where no one is left behind” (CARICOM, 2021)

• Financing and resource availability

• VNR process can assist in building awareness and partnerships

• Monitoring role and analysis of progress through VNRs

• Voluntary Local Reviews
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