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Data! Data! Data!
I can't make bricks

without clay.
Sherlok Holmes



2015
In the context of the 2030 Agenda, UN leaders advocate
with urgency that Member States improve the availability,
timeliness and disaggregation of SDG data so that the
global community can identify development gaps, progress
and solutions.

Context
Why a UN Data Strategy?



Would the UN System be able
to provide a realistic figure of
how much the System is
investing in Sustainable
Development?

How many resources are being
used in your country? Budget
and expenditures?  

Would the UN System be able
to provide disaggregated SDG
data on all its activities? 

But what if we
invert this urgent
request?



Despite producing a lot of data, the UN System is still
behind in all other data management aspects when
compared to the World Bank.



Among the reviewed documents, Canada’s data strategy is the most advanced and comprehensive



Analyze the organization's current
state of data fluency.

Determine the ideal future state of
organization data integration.

Best practices in the
creation of a data strategy

Structure the strategy according to
key themes and priorities.

Provide concrete use-cases for data
integration througout the organization.
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Outcomes
● SMART - Stronger cross pillar decision making and thought
leadership
● CONNECTED - Greater data accessibility and sharing internally
and externally
● ORGANIZED - Improved governance and collaboration for
impact & integrity
● RESPONSIBLE - Robust data protection & privacy, and respect
for human rights
● EFFICIENT - Greater efficiency in programmes, operations &
management
● ACCOUNTABLE - Improved transparency within and across the
UN Family
● RELEVANT - Enhanced data driven services for clients and
stakeholders

UN Data Strategy
Vision
In building a whole of UN data
ecosystem that maximizes the value
of our data, we will unlock our full
potential . We make better decisions
and deliver stronger support to
people and planet in the moments
that matter most.
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UN Data Strategy
PRIORITY USE CASES
Decade of Action to Deliver the SDGs by 2030
Climate Change
Gender Equality
Human Rights & Rule of Law
Peace and Security
Governance & Ethics for the future
Devilvering the UN Reform
Data Protection and Privacy

PRINCIPLES
Asset
Excellence
Data Protection & Privacy
Augmented Human decision-making
Fairness
Accountability
Transparency
Ownership
Stewardship
Security
Inventory
Optimization
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What can we learn?
A new approach data is imperative to
be able to deliver the 2030 Agenda.

The creation of a data strategy is
cumbersome, but rewarding, and it
demands a high-level political
commitment. 

It needs to be a long-time
commitment in order to make
transformational improvements.

Low-hanging fruits first.



Thank
you!

Pedro Henrique Souza
Information Management Consultant
pedrohsouza@gmail.com


